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The Literary Study of the Bible. An Account of the Leading 
Forms of Literature represented in the Sacred Writings. 
Intended for English Readers. A new edition, revised and 
partly rewritten. By Richard G. Moulton, M.A., Ph.D. 
Boston : D. C. Heath & Co., 1899. Pp. xvi+ 569. $2. 

There are many ways of viewing and using the Bible. It may be 
Tead devotionally, for spiritual uplift and growth; or practically, for 
immediate guidance in conduct ; or theologically, to increase one's 
intellectual knowledge; or historically, to learn how a nation has lived. 
But there is still another way to view and to read the Bible : that is, to 
regard it as literature, and to study its characteristic forms of composi- 
tion and styles of expression, and to estimate its literary worth and 
force. That it is literature, and has these literary qualities, we now 
begin again to realize. When the biblical books were written, these 
qualities were recognized in them fully. They were not written for the 
primary purpose of producing works of literary art, gems of literary 
composition ; on the contrary, the chief aim of their authors was spir- 
itual and moral — to improve the thought and conduct of men. And 
the supreme value and use of the Bible today are just those which the 
writings originally were intended to serve, namely, to guide human 
belief and action toward truth and goodness. 

Nevertheless, the authors of the biblical books understood that 
this service could best be rendered by giving their didactic writings as 
excellent a literary form as possible ; that their charm and perfection of 
style would best carry their messages to the attention of men, and win 
an influence over them. And this excellence of literary style charac- 
terizes the Bible. Professor Moulton's book, in its first edition pub- 
lished four years ago, was perhaps the pioneer in restoring to the 
appreciation of the readers of the Bible its literary beauties. In the 
preface Dr. Moulton says : 

It comes to most people as a novelty to hear that the Bible is made up of 
epics, lyrics, dramas, essays, sonnets, philosophical works, histories, and the 
like. More than this, centuries of unliterary tradition have so affected the 
outer surface of Scripture that the successive literary works appear joined 
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together without distinction, until it becomes the hardest of tasks to deter 
mine, in the Bible, exactly where one work of literature ends and another 
begins. The morphological analysis of Scripture thus urgently required is 
precisely the purpose to which I have applied myself in the present work : it 
is "An Account of the leading forms of Literature represented in the Sacred 
Writings." And its underlying principle is that a clear grasp of the outer 
literary form is an essential guide to the inner manner and spirit (pp. v, vi). 

The truth of this proposition must be admitted by all, and there- 
fore the literary study of the Bible becomes an obvious duty along with 
its devotional, theological, and historical study. For those who wish 
to apprehend the Bible in its literary characteristics, Professor Moul- 
ton's work offers a satisfactory, indeed the only, guide. And no one 
can consider himself well instructed in the Bible who has not gone care- 
fully over the ground traversed by this book. It is a simple statement 
of fact that through such study the Scriptures become much more intel- 
ligible, more attractive, and more influential. The radical difficulty at 
the present hour is that the Bible is viewed by many people from a 
fundamentally wrong standpoint. The corrective for this is a thorough 
historical and literary study of this literature. It is a matter for sin- 
cere congratulation and gratitude that both these branches of study are 
now made possible for all in the many excellent works for this purpose 
which are from time to time appearing. 

In this new edition Professor Moulton has made many improve- 
ments. The book is larger by some forty pages than the first edition, 
though this does not indicate the amount of increased matter, as the 
whole work has been reset and contains more words to the page. Two 
additional indexes of much value appear at the end. The binding and 
general appearance of the book have also been improved, while the 
price has not been increased. 

C. W. V. 



A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Samuel. 

By Professor Henry P. Smith, D.D. International Critical 
Commentary. New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. 
xxxix + 421. $3, net. 

The books of Samuel are among the most interesting and important 
in the entire range of the historical writings of the Old Testament. 
The period covered is that which saw the passage from the disorgani- 
zation of the age of settlement in Canaan to the firmer structure of the 
monarchy. It includes the activity of three of Israel's greatest heroes, 



